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September 10, 2009

ALL NEW DISNEY PIXAR "CARS TOONS" REV UP AND ROLL OUT 

ON DISNEY CHANNEL, DISNEY XD AND ABC FAMILY

BEGINNING FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20 

-- Award-winning Composers Mark Mothersbaugh ("Devo")

and BT Score Four Episodes --

All-new episodes of Disney•Pixar's "Cars Toons," an animated short series directed by Academy Award©-winner John Lasseter with Rob Gibbs co-directing and starring Lightning McQueen's rusty friend Mater, will debut beginning FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20 on Disney Channel, Disney XD and ABC Family. They are titled "Unidentified Flying Mater," "Monster Truck Mater," "Heavy Metal Mater" and "Tokyo Mater."

Mark Mothersbaugh ("Devo") composed the music for three episodes and BT ("The Fast and the Furious"), a prominent composer of dance and electronic music, scored "Tokyo Mater."

(Editors please note: photos are available on disneychannelmedianet.com; disneyxdmedianet.com and abcfamilymedianet.com)

The four new stories follow the popular shorts that began debuting in October 2008 and which have reached 22.9 million Kids 2-11, or 56% of all kids in that age group in the U.S., and 67.5 million total unique viewers. 

"Cars Toons" are directed by John Lasseter, ("Cars," "Toy Story 2," "A Bug's Life" and "Toy Story") and co-directed by Rob Gibbs ("Cars," "Finding Nemo," "Monsters, Inc" and "Toy Story 2"). Kori Rae ("The Incredibles" and "Monsters Inc.") is the producer. Victor Navone ("Cars," "The Incredibles," "Finding Nemo" and "Monsters, Inc.") co-directed the episode "Tokyo Mater."

In "Unidentified Flying Mater," premiering Friday, November 20 on Disney Channel, Mater meets a cute little bucktoothed UFO named Mator, takes him out for a night of fun and they quickly become best friends. But when Mator is captured by the military, Mater and Lightning McQueen come to the rescue.

Subsequent episodes to premiere in 2010 are:

"Monster Truck Mater"

Mater is a professional wrestler who works his way up the ranks from amateur to World Champion Monster Truck Wrestler, wrestling all kinds of characters along the way. When faced with his biggest opponent yet, Mater tags in his "tag team partner," Frightening McMean.
"Heavy Metal Mater"
Mater is a rock star in a heavy metal band. He starts out in a garage band and rises to the top with his hit song, "Dad Gum." Lightning McQueen joins him on stage in the middle of a huge concert and they rock into history.

"Tokyo Mater" 

A routine towing assignment lands Mater in Tokyo, where he is challenged to a drift-style race against a nefarious gang leader and his posse of ninjas. With the help of his friend, "Dragon" Lightning McQueen, and some special modifications, Mater attempts to drift to victory and become "Tow-ke-O Mater, King of all Drifters."
About "CARS"

Directed by Academy Award©-winner John Lasseter, "Cars" was the 2007 Golden Globe winner for Best Animated Feature Film and an Academy Award nominee for Best Animated Feature Film and Best Music - Original Song. The film also won the 2007 Grammy Award and was the #1 animated film on DVD for 2006. Its soundtrack was the first Pixar soundtrack to debut in the Billboard Top 10 and to certify gold.

Disney•Pixar's "Cars 2," directed by Brad Lewis, producer of the Oscar®-winning film "Ratatouille," will hit the track on June 24, 2011 and will be presented in Disney Digital 3D™ in select theaters. In this thrilling new high-octane installment of the "Cars" saga, all the world's a racetrack as superstar Lightning McQueen zooms back into action, with his best friend Mater in tow, to take on the globe's fastest and finest. Mater and McQueen will need their passports as they find themselves in a world of intrigue, thrills and fast-paced comedic escapades. While racing through England, France, Germany, Italy and Japan, they face a host of new and worthy competitors.
Disney•Pixar's "Cars" is among the fastest growing franchises for Disney Consumer Products, has a presence at Disneyland Resort where a new Cars Land, a 12-acre world of Radiator Springs with three new attractions, will debut at Disney's California Adventure in 2012.

This year, Disney Online launched the World of Cars Online (www.WorldOfCars.com), a virtual world that allows fans to immerse themselves in Radiator Springs and beyond, to interact with other players and to create an online community alongside their favorite characters including Lightning, Mater and Doc.

Source: Nielsen Media Research, Npower/Star Trak, Live +7 blended, 10/27/2008-8/25/09
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