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"ZEKE AND LUTHER" BUDDY COMEDY SERIES
TO PREMIERE MONDAY, JUNE 15 ON DISNEY XD
-- Encore Episodes of "The Suite Life on Deck" Join Disney XD Lineup -- 

"Zeke and Luther," a quirky buddy comedy from Matt Dearborn and Tom Burkhard, the creative team behind the Emmy-nominated and BAFTA-winning Disney Channel series "Even Stevens," will debut on television and online, MONDAY, JUNE 15 (8:30 p.m., ET/PT) on Disney XD and DisneyXD.com. Set against a sport that is a mainstay with boys age 6-14, the series delivers sharp yet heartfelt humor as it follows the adventures of two teenage best friends on a quest to become world famous skateboarders. It also introduces a talented young cast – Hutch Dano, Adam Hicks, Daniel Curtis Lee and Ryan Newman.
Exclusive full episode previews will be available free of charge on iTunes beginning Monday, June 1 and via Disney Channel on Demand for Verizon subscribers beginning Monday, June 8.

(Editors please note: Click here for photos and video screeners or go to www.DisneyXDMediaNet.com. Registration is required.)
Leading up to the series premiere, DisneyXD.com will feature the online game "Zeke and Luther Challenge" through which kids can earn online rewards and collect exclusive virtual items to customize their avatars. Two additional games, "Donut Run" and "Skate Tricks," will be added to the site on May 15 and June 1, respectively.

Disney XD offers a point of view that's fresh, compelling and embraces the world of kids age 6-14, especially boys. It presents a mix of live-action and animated programming with themes of discovery, accomplishment, sports, adventure and humor. Disney XD is available on TV, online, VOD and mobile devices. Since its February debut, Disney XD ratings are up 26% among Kids 6-14 and 20% among Boys 6-14 compared to last year, and, among the older 9-14 set, Disney XD is up by 50% among Tweens 9-14 and by 54% among Tween Boys year to year. In the U.S., Disney XD is seen on a 24-hour, advertiser supported network that reaches over 72 million households via its basic cable affiliates.

In "Zeke and Luther," two fearless sidewalk surfers and best friends gear up and put their right foot forward to master the awesome art form of skateboarding (which is also their principle method of transportation). Along the way, they navigate the literal and figurative luge of teen years with all of its tricks, grinds, obstacles and occasional slams. Quick to challenge the boys’ claim to being the best skateboarders in the neighborhood is friend and foe Kojo, also 15. Kojo's got a big attitude and a big mouth, and takes great pleasure in taking Zeke and Luther down a peg whenever he can. Another thorn in their side is Ginger, Zeke's 12-year-old sister who finds her brother's skateboarding dreams childish, to say the least. Produced on location in and around Torrance, California, "Zeke and Luther" is from Turtle Rock Productions, Inc., and carries a TV-Y7 parental guideline.

The premiere night lineup is:

"Hatching Pete" (5:00 p.m., ET/PT) 
Jason Dolley, Mitchel Musso and Tiffany Thornton star in this basketball-filled Disney Channel Original Movie which dominated TV's landscape with its premiere last month on Disney Channel, finishing as April's #1 movie across all television among Kids 6-11 (1.7 million) and Tweens 9-14 (1.6 million), and cable TV's #1 movie in Total Viewers (4.1 million).
"Phineas and Ferb" (8:00 p.m., ET/PT)
In this new episode, entitled "Thaddeus and Thor," visiting relatives of the Flynns’ neighbors bear an uncanny resemblance to Candace, Phineas and Ferb. Meanwhile, Perry finds himself in the middle of Dr. Doofenshmirtz's family reunion. The episode guest stars Cloris Leachman as Mom Doofenshmirtz and Allison Janney as Charlene.
In the second storyline, entitled "De Plane, De Plane," after watching a television program about Howard Hughes' Spruce Goose, Phineas and Ferb set out to build an even bigger plane out of paper-mache, complete with in-flight service and entertainment. Meanwhile, Dr. Doofenshmirtz builds an "Evaporator-inator" to dry up all the swimming pools in the Tri-State area. The episode guest stars Cloris Leachman as Mom Doofenshmirtz.
"Zeke and Luther" (8:30 p.m., ET/PT)
In the premiere episode, entitled "Bros Go Pro," Zeke and Luther get their first professional skateboarding job when Ginger arranges for them to perform a jump at a mattress store's grand opening celebration. But, seduced by the perks of fame, Zeke and Luther nearly miss their debut.
"Next X" (8:58 p.m., ET/PT)
In this reality sports series developed by Disney XD in association with ESPN, five of the world's top professional action sports athletes mentor promising young amateurs in their chosen sport, showing them how to crank up the action, hone their technical tricks and skills and to go "big time," imagining, learning and growing to be the next action sports superstar. Eight short form episodes culminate with a half-hour special in August.
"The Suite Life on Deck" (9:00 p.m., ET/PT)
TV’s #1 series for 2008 among Kids 6-11 and the #1 scripted TV series among Tweens 9-14 joins the Disney XD lineup with an episode entitled "Mulch Ado About Nothing," guest starring Hutch Dano ("Zeke and Luther") as Moose, Bailey's former boyfriend. In its Disney Channel timeslot, the series continues to be TV's #1 program among Kids 6-11 and Tweens 9-14, and cable's most-watched in Total Viewers (Source: Nielsen Media Research, 9/26/08-4/19/09, Fridays, 8-8:30 p.m.-- Live+7 blended with Live+SD).
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